Adolescents have distinct experiences in armed confl ict, distinct needs and dis
Introduction
Th e situation for adolescents and youth has been and continuous to be a neglected and underfunded area, and there is limited data on adolescents. Th e Women's Commission for Refugee Women and Children noted that if the international community does not adequately begin to focus eff orts to provide for all the particular needs that adolescents have, which also needs to be identifi ed, there is a risk that this negligence will lead to "the perpetuation of cycles of poverty, rights abuses and armed confl ict by a generation that has lost its innocence and a sense of what it means to be an integral and important part of a peaceful society".
3 It is necessary to identify all of the adolescents' social, economic, political, psycho- logical, physical and spiritual needs, the Women's Commission has argued, as a way to develop appropriate interventions and make funding available also to adolescents as their specifi c situation and needs are properly understood. 4 Further, the Women's Commission has importantly been suggesting that the Offi ce of the SRSG-CAAC should also pay particular attention to adolescents and separately analyse as well as advocate for their situation in order to enhance their visibility and to be able to develop better ways to assist them as they are a distinct group from children. 5 A defi nition of adolescents is diffi cult to determine, and there are several defi nitions that are being used by diff erent communities, regions, countries and the international community. An individual is a child until 18 years, but there is no defi nition on adolescents which also makes it diffi cult to address the needs of this group. In this context the defi nition of adolescents that the Women's Commission put forward includes a consideration of their needs:
Chronologically, pertaining to a period of life between certain ages. -Functionally, involving a process of transition from childhood to adulthood, marked by certain rituals or physical changes. -Culturally, in a societal context.
Th e Kenyan Parliament established in 2006 the Kenyan National Youth Policy (NYP), in which "youth" are defi ned as persons between 15-30 years of age. 7 One of NYP's policy recommendations was that a National Youth Council (NYC) be formed, and in August 2010 the National Youth Council Act was passed by the Parliament, but its implementation has been delayed. 8 Th e National Youth Council Act defi nes youth as being between 15-35 years of age, and individual members are appointed to the National Youth Council to implement the youth policy. One of the positive consequences with having a national policy on youth and a national youth council is that it is now established that youth as a group is
